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PAIRED READING
Background, Organisation & Organisation & 

TechniqueTechnique



What is it?What is it?

•• Peer tutoringPeer tutoring
•• A better reader reads with another childA better reader reads with another child
•• Structured techniqueStructured technique
•• Errors are correctedErrors are corrected
•• Praise is givenPraise is given
•• Talk about books to promote Talk about books to promote 

understandingunderstanding



Why do it?Why do it?

•• To focus on reading developmentTo focus on reading development
•• To improve reading for all childrenTo improve reading for all children
•• To promote reading attainment in boys To promote reading attainment in boys 

from lower sociofrom lower socio--economic classeconomic class



What To ReadWhat To Read

•• High interest High interest 
•• Books or magazines, newspapers, etc Books or magazines, newspapers, etc 
•• From school, public library or homeFrom school, public library or home
•• Information as well as stories Information as well as stories 



MaterialsMaterials

•• ReadabilityReadability
–– Books should not be so easy that the tutee could read Books should not be so easy that the tutee could read 

them successfully alone, but not so hard that the them successfully alone, but not so hard that the 
tutor struggles to read them!tutor struggles to read them!

•• ChoosingChoosing
–– Who does and how freely? Who does and how freely? 

•• SourcesSources
–– Reading schemeReading scheme
–– School or public librarySchool or public library
–– HomeHome



Time & PlaceTime & Place

For each pairFor each pair
•• At least 3 times each week At least 3 times each week 
•• 30 minutes per session30 minutes per session

Find a quiet placeFind a quiet place

Sit comfortably side by sideSit comfortably side by side



Selection & Matching of ChildrenSelection & Matching of Children

•• Background factors e.g. ageBackground factors e.g. age
•• Reading ability gapReading ability gap
•• Relationships Relationships 
•• Child preferenceChild preference
•• Spare tutors and tutees Spare tutors and tutees 
•• Parental agreementParental agreement



Training TechniqueTraining Technique

•• Tell them Tell them 
•• DemonstrateDemonstrate
•• Practice Practice 
•• CoachCoach
•• Give feedbackGive feedback



Checking DifficultyChecking Difficulty

5 Finger Test5 Finger Test
•• Spread 5 fingers and put them on any page to Spread 5 fingers and put them on any page to 

touch any 5 words touch any 5 words 
•• Can you read all the words successfully? Can you read all the words successfully? 
•• Try another three pages Try another three pages 20 words20 words
•• Of the 20, the tutor should be able to read Of the 20, the tutor should be able to read 

almost all successfullyalmost all successfully
•• The tutee should be able to read fewer!The tutee should be able to read fewer!

Check the book is at the right level!Check the book is at the right level!



TalkTalk

•• Pause quite often to talk together about the Pause quite often to talk together about the 
book (words and pictures) book (words and pictures) -- to make sure to make sure 
the tutee really understands it. the tutee really understands it. 

•• How does the reading connect to their life?How does the reading connect to their life?
•• Talk before, during and after reading.Talk before, during and after reading.
•• Ask questions and discuss the book. Ask questions and discuss the book. 



MistakesMistakes

•• If the tutee says a word wrong, the tutor If the tutee says a word wrong, the tutor waitswaits
for them to put it right (up to 4 seconds)for them to put it right (up to 4 seconds)

•• If they don’t put it right, the tutor If they don’t put it right, the tutor sayssays the word the word 
right, then the tutee right, then the tutee repeatsrepeats it correctly, then it correctly, then 
they carry on readingthey carry on reading

•• Tutors remember Tutors remember -- it's OK to say you don't it's OK to say you don't 
know! Don't guess if you are not sure know! Don't guess if you are not sure -- try to try to 
find out find out 



Tutor PraiseTutor Praise

•• Praise for good reading of hard words or Praise for good reading of hard words or 
longer sections longer sections 

•• Praise for the tutee putting their own Praise for the tutee putting their own 
mistake right before the tutor has to helpmistake right before the tutor has to help

•• Praise very often, in different wordsPraise very often, in different words
•• Praise, smile and sound as if you mean it! Praise, smile and sound as if you mean it! 



Reading TogetherReading Together

•• On hard books and hard bits, read On hard books and hard bits, read 
togethertogether

•• The tutor matches their reading speed to The tutor matches their reading speed to 
that of the tuteethat of the tutee

•• Point to words only if you really need toPoint to words only if you really need to



Reading AloneReading Alone

•• Agree on the tutee’s signal to read alone Agree on the tutee’s signal to read alone 
(tap, knock, nudge)(tap, knock, nudge)

•• At that signal, the tutor praises and stops At that signal, the tutor praises and stops 
reading togetherreading together



Mistakes in Reading AloneMistakes in Reading Alone

•• If tutee puts it right in 4 seconds, tutor praises and If tutee puts it right in 4 seconds, tutor praises and 
tutee goes on reading alonetutee goes on reading alone

•• If the tutee doesn’t put it right in 4 seconds, the If the tutee doesn’t put it right in 4 seconds, the 
tutortutor reads the word, tutee reads the word, tutee repeatsrepeats correctly, correctly, 
andand pair go back to reading together pair go back to reading together 

•• Later the tutee signals again when ready to read Later the tutee signals again when ready to read 
alone, and so on . .  . alone, and so on . .  . 
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Support and MonitoringSupport and Monitoring

•• ObservationObservation
–– TeacherTeacher
–– Children Children 

•• SelfSelf--recordingrecording
–– TutorTutor
–– TuteesTutees
–– BothBoth





EvaluationEvaluation

•• How will you check if reading improves?How will you check if reading improves?
–– TestsTests

•• NormativeNormative
•• QualitativeQualitative

–– ObservationsObservations
•• ChecklistsChecklists
•• Error countingError counting

–– Subjective viewsSubjective views
•• TutorsTutors
•• TuteesTutees
•• Teachers Teachers 



FeedbackFeedback

•• Feedback to childrenFeedback to children
–– VerbalVerbal
–– WrittenWritten
–– Audio visualAudio visual

•• Feedback from childrenFeedback from children
–– Group or individualGroup or individual
–– VerbalVerbal
–– WrittenWritten

•• Feedback from staffFeedback from staff
•• Feedback from parentsFeedback from parents



Notes to RememberNotes to Remember

•• Keep a reading record card Keep a reading record card –– get the get the 
children to fill it in at the end of each children to fill it in at the end of each 
sessionsession

•• Keep the tutors and tutees the sameKeep the tutors and tutees the same
•• As the children progress, work on As the children progress, work on 

expanding the talking, questioning and expanding the talking, questioning and 
thinking about what they are readingthinking about what they are reading





Questions ???Questions ???



Further details and adviceFurther details and advice

www.dundee.ac.uk/eswce/research/projects/readonwww.dundee.ac.uk/eswce/research/projects/readon//

Allen Thurston:  Allen Thurston:  athurston@dundee.ac.ukathurston@dundee.ac.uk
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